
 

 

         HA 111—FALL 2015 
 

 

THEMES IN ART AND CULTURE I  
 

 
Course Description:  This course covers the history of art and architecture in non-Western cultures and in the 
West from the Ancient Near Eastern time to the Early Renaissance. Works of art are studied in their social, 
political and economic contexts along with considerations about patronage and stylistic influences.  Three-hour 
classes will include lecture and discussion as well as writing related to assigned readings and/or special topics. 
 
Detailed Description: The study of art history is an important component of the professional art and design 
curriculum at Pratt. Art and design history is a humanistic and critical discipline based on visual observation, 
library research, and written analysis. As such, it provides a foundation for an increased understanding of the 
cultures in which art has evolved, and complements the practical and conceptual projects done in the studios. 
 
By familiarizing students with the body of world art and design, and by illustrating the broad scope and uses of 
art history and theory, this course (and its sequel, HA 112) also provides an invaluable guide for further elective 
studies. Classes will be three-hours and include both lecture and discussion as well as the sharing of short 
writing assignments based on class material and assigned readings. Additionally, scheduled museum visits allow 
students to engage directly with the rich cultural offerings of New York City.  Evaluation in the course is based 
on class participation, a quiz, museum paper, midterm and final examinations. 
 
Course Goal(s): 
•    Foster a knowledge of the historical antecedents in the visual arts, and the ability to 
     interpret meanings, concepts, theories, and societal attitudes embodied in the works discussed.    
•    Promote a better understanding of both Western and non-Western traditions in art, and 
     the social/cultural context in which the art works were created.  
•    Develop effective communication and analytical skills in order to discuss, compare and contrast  
     (verbally and in writing) works of art. 
•    Support the application of critical thinking skills.  
 
Learning Objectives:  
Students will be able to: 
• Identify, and classify key monuments of architecture, sculpture, and painting in early non-Western art, and 

from Ancient Near Eastern through Gothic periods in Western art.  
• Identify and analyze important visual elements (line, shape, value, texture, color, space) and design 

principles (balance, contrast, movement, economy, unity), using proper terminology (verbally and in 
writing) when referring to works of art. 

• Interpret and evaluate the historical context of works of art. 
• Effectively communicate and analyze, compare and contrast (verbally and in writing) works of art. 
• Demonstrate awareness of different perspectives and cultures by identifying and analyzing key 

contributions from Western and non-Western sources. 
•     Examine artwork both as aesthetic object and as historical artifact by discussing the social,   
       political and religious contexts within which a work was made. 
 
 
Required Textbook: 
Kleiner, Fred S., Gardner’s Art Through the Ages A Global History, 15th edition, Boston, MA, 2013. 
This online textbook is linked to the website MindTap, which will be linked to the LMS course site.  The 
online text may be purchased at this website:  
 
http://www.cengagebrain.com/course/site.html?id=1-1O9C2WM  
 
You may also purchase for a minimal price an unbound printed copy for your notebook. 



 

 

Students must purchase the online text because 20% of the grade will be generated on the site. 
*In addition, there will be other assigned readings (either print copies distributed in class or posted on LMS). 
 
Course Requirements and Grading: 
10%  Short Quiz 
25%   Midterm Exam 
30% Museum Paper based on an object in the collection of a New York museum and shorter museum 
 writing assignment 
25% Final Exam 
10% Class Participation (attendance, attention, discussion, and written responses to readings) 
 

- Class participation is essential in this course.  You are expected to participate in discussions and answer 
questions pertaining to the reading assignments, to articulate your perspective on the arguments 
developed, and to retain an understanding of current and previous class material throughout the course.  
Note-taking and completion of weekly reading assignments will make participation much easier and 
more enjoyable.  (Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during class.) 

- Attendance is mandatory.  Students are required to attend ALL classes in a timely fashion. Two or more 
unexcused absences may cause your final grade to drop by a full letter (e.g. from B to C). Two late 
attendances are the equivalent of one absence. Absences will be excused only when accompanied by a 
letter from a doctor or other authority.  

- Please allocate enough time each week to read your notes and any 
assigned texts. The maps, diagrams, primary sources, glossary, links, and chronological 
charts in Gardner and on MindTap, the site of the online text, are vital learning tools.  

 
Please Note: This percentage distribution should be used merely as a rough guideline. Each and every 
assignment should be treated with equal attention and dedication! If you find that you are having trouble 
understanding the course material and/or are not doing well on the assignments, please see the teacher 
immediately.  Many people are here to help you.  We can also arrange for you to visit a tutor (free) to assist you.  
In addition, the Study Skills Center can assist those who need to improve their writing skills. 
 
 
Course Schedule and Reading Assignments:         
   
(subject to change) 
    
Week 1:   Introduction:  What is Art History and Why Do We Study It? 
   The First Cities:  Ancient Near Eastern Art 

Gardner, Chapters 1-2 
 
Week 2:  Up and Down the Nile:  Ancient Egyptian Art 

Gardner, Chapter 3 
Additional Reading 

 
Week 3:  From Minotaurs to Monoliths:  Prehistoric Aegean and Ancient Greek Art 

Gardner, Chapters 4 and 5 
 
Week 4:   Homeric Moments:  Ancient Greek Art Continued 
   Short Quiz (at the start of class) 
   Gardner, Chapter 5 
   
Week 5:     Building Empire:  Etruscan and Ancient Roman Art 
   Brooklyn Museum Assignment Due 

Gardner, Chapters 6-7 
 



 

 

Week 6:    All Roads Lead to…:  Roman Art Continued 
Late Antiquity, Judaic, and Early Christian Art 
Gardner, Chapters 7-8 
Additional Reading 

 
Week 7:   WEEKEND MUSEUM VISIT 
   Metropolitan Museum of Art 
   NO Regular Class Meeting 

 (Details to follow) 
 
Week 8:   MIDTERM EXAM  

Study! 
 
Week 9:  Musing on Mosaics and Icons:  Byzantine Art 
   The Language of Ornament:  Early Islamic Art 

Gardner, Chapters 9-10 
Additional Reading 

  
Week 10:    From Vishnu to Buddha:  Early Asian Art   

Gardner, Chapters 15-17 
Additional Reading 

 
Week 11:   Monasteries and Pilgrims:  Early Medieval and Romanesque Art 

Gardner, Chapters 11-12 
 
Week 12:    Of Cathedrals and Kings:  Gothic Art 
   MUSEUM PAPER DUE 

Gardner, Chapter 13 
 
Week 13:    Myth, Memory and Magic:  Art of the Americas 

Gardner, Chapter 18 
Additional Reading 

 
Week 14:      Ritual, Reflection and Reaction in African Art 

Gardner, Chapter 19 
Additional Reading 

 
Week 15—STUDIO DAYS – NO CLASS 
 
Week 16:  FINAL EXAM  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Students with disabilities: 
Individuals requiring information may contact the Director of Disability Services in the Disability Services 
Center, Willoughby Residence Hall, First Floor, 718-636-3711. 
  
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM: 
Students are reminded that cheating and plagiarism are not permitted, and can lead to serious consequences. 
Pratt Institute holds issues of academic integrity in the highest regard.  Instances of cheating, plagiarism, and 
misappropriation of intellectual property will not be tolerated and will be handled in the following manner: 
• We are required to report the incident to the registrar, and it will be recorded in your file. 
• More than one report to the registrar during your entire time at Pratt will result in a hearing before the 
Academic Integrity Board, at which time appropriate sanctions will be decided. These may include dismissal 
from the Institute. 
• We will determine the nature and severity of the infraction and apply appropriate sanctions that can 
range from failing you for the assignment, failing you for the course and/or referring the case to the Academic 
Integrity Board. 
For more details about these procedures please see the Student Handbook, the Pratt Bulletins, and the Judicial 
Procedures at Pratt pamphlet 
CHEATING 
If you are using dishonest methods to fulfill course requirements, you are cheating. Examples of this include, but 
are not limited to: 
• Obtaining or offering copies of exams or information about the content of exams in advance. 
• Bringing notes in any form to a dosed book exam. 
• Looking at another student’s paper during an exam. 
• Receiving or communicating any information from or to another student during an exam. 
PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is a bit more complicated, but the rules of documentation and citation are very specific and are 
tailored to different academic disciplines. Types of plagiarism include: 
• Including any material from any source other than yourself in a paper without proper attribution. This 
includes material from the Internet, books, papers from other students, and from any other source. 
• The extensive use of the ideas of others in your paper, even if in your own words, without proper 
attribution. 
• Turning in work as your own that was done by another person. 
 
Please remember that all written work must be in your own words or cited and documented appropriately. If you 
do not understand how to do this properly, it is your responsibility to ask 
 


